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WWT South West Region

 Annual General Meeting - Bristol 24 November 2010
Those present:

Name 


Abbreviated for Minutes
Company

Ron Willers 

RW



WWT Chair SW Region

Rob Barnes

RB



WWT Treasurer

Tom Harper

TH



Constructing Excellence SW
Pete Creese

PC



ISG Pearce

Richard Thorne

RT



Provelio

Andrew Kingscott
AK



HSE 
Yvonne Mazzotta
YM



HSE

Alan Bigwood

AB



All mass Cladding Systems Ltd
Paul Kimpton

PK



Building Safety Group (BSG)

David Wormersley
DW



SWC Safety

Nick Bell

NB



UWE

Paul Trueman

PT



JTP Associates

Sean Dillow

SD



Wates Construction

Steve Cole

SC



Somerset Safety

Apologies:

Ashima Sawhney




WWT Vice-Chair

Maggie Robinson




DCHA
Anna Thompson




LABC
Tim Shambrook





WWT Campaign Manager

Alan Greenfield





Construction Skills

Andrew Kaye-Lesser




Exeter City Council

Bernadette Parkinson




Construction Skills

Hilary Neal





Somerset Construction Training Ltd

Jim Pride





Acheson Construction

Mike Long





NFRC

Nigel Bull





Carillion

Paul McCormick




Exeter City Council

Steve Gay





Bristol City Council

Circulation:

As above + members list

	Meeting Notes
	Action 

	1.  Welcome and apologies.

RW welcomed everyone to the meeting followed by brief introductions by all.  

	

	2.   Chair's report 
RW outlined the remit of WWT and explained how the SW group operates. 

The SW group is currently 60 members strong.
TH + PC are arranging a WWT Conference to take place in spring 2011. 

All members will be invited and any comments or ideas welcomed.

RW provided the group with information on current construction fatality statistics.
Fatalities year to date:   31 nationally;   Nil for the SW region

A question was raised regarding breakdown of the statistics and whether it was possible to identify in greater detail those most at risk:  i.e. skilled/unskilled workers.

AK responded and agreed that such information would be useful but with the diverse nature of incidents and the low numbers involved it would not be possible to gain sensible figures. 
AK went on to say that a high percentage of the fatalities and reportable incidents are happening within refurbishment and the smaller size companies.  
Statistics can be found at: www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/fatals.htm
RW provided an update on the groups activity to date:
Held four events in the Gloucestershire and Wiltshire areas. 

      Two Safe Scaffold events for scaffolding companies

      Two Roof Worker/Work at Height events for roofing companies.
A series of ‘Awareness training for Building Control Surveyors’  in partnership with LABC covering the following Counties:

Cornwall, Dorset, Devon Somerset & Wiltshire.

And plans for the future:

Run a series of ‘Essential Updates’ for building contractors across the region, in partnership with CESW, LABC and BRE.
The events will provide ‘updates’ on building regulations, health & safety and low carbon refurbishment. 

The first two dates & venues have been agreed:

      01 February 2011 at the Matford Centre, Exeter

      16 February 2001 at the Dragon Centre, Bodmin

Future dates etc will be available from the WWT regional events page. 

     http://www.wwt.uk.com/events/129/17/2/2011.aspx
Discussion regarding new technologies and safe working practice took place; for example; solar installers may have limited knowledge regarding working at height safely – what information do the accreditation bodies require/provide? 

The group agreed an action to request Neil Stephens (HSE construction sector) to take this forward.
It was also felt important to provide contractors with information on relevant access equipment and costs.  

	TH + PC
YM to approach NS


	3.        Financial report
RB provided the following figures;

       Year start balance - £5600

       Year end balance  - £4105

RB+RW outlined the financial arrangements set out in the group’s constitution and confirmed that membership to the group would remain free of charge.  However, given the financial restraints and reduced Government funding of WWT nationally, a voluntary minimum £50 subscription payment be made by members in return for a certificate of membership.
All members present agreed to this.
RB would take receipt of payments.

Committee to produce certificate.

SW WWT group constitution can be found at: http://www.wwt.uk.com/content/YourRegion/SouthWest/AboutUs.aspx

	All

RB

Committee

	3. Any other issues

DW informed the group that he has organised a Work at Height event for Micro and SME businesses in the Exeter / Devon area. 
There will be an exhibition of access equipment and other relevant information during the day followed by a CPD session in the evening. 

Venue: The Matford Centre, Exeter

Date:   17 February 2011

DW invited WWT to host a stand at the event. 

	

	4. Election of Committee Members
Chair

RW to stand down as Chair of WWT, however, he will not be standing down as a member and will remain actively involved in the group.
Many thanks were given to RW for his excellent role as Chair over the previous two years.

RT was voted in as the New Chair of WWT.

Vice Chair

*AS to stand down as Vice Chair.

PC was voted in as the New Vice Chair.

Secretary

**AS will remain Secretary to the group.

Treasurer

RB will remain Treasurer to the group.

Committee Members

TH, AT, AK + YM remain as committee members

The group welcomed DW as a new committee member

* With her apologies AS informed RW that she was happy to stand down
** With her apologies AS informed RW that she was happy to remain in post.


	AS – update Constitution
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